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Southeast, on the sea, along the Islands, we cross to
the northeast, outside the Islands, to 7 leagues from
the fort; there the mainland is reached, and is fol-
lowed to the entrance of the Bay of Bilocchi in sight
of the fort, to reach which we must cross the bay. I
arrived there on the last Day of the year 1700, and was
well received by the Governor. I found father
du Ru there. Besides the duties of missionary, he
also performs those of Chaplain in a very edifying
manner. You cannot, My Reverend Father, possibly
make a happier Choice of a Missionary for the Mis-
sissipi country, because he has all the qualifications
requisite for solidly founding and increasing the
new missions that are to be established there. He
has a great aptitude for learning languages. I
remained only 8 days with him; and it took me
eleven days to get here, through the fault of our
guide, who lost his way and made us lose a favorable
wind, which would have taken us back to the fort on
the 3rd day. But after consuming our half cask of
water, we filled it with brackish Water; this Gave
more trouble to my Canoemen than to me, for I Have
accustomed myself to drink but little while traveling.
We all Fared badly, For we were reduced to Indian
corn alone during 4 days; and, after it had been boiled
all night in that Brackish Water, it was as hard as
when it was put into the Kettle. We sailed on the
mexican sea or gulf from Island to Island, and the
farther we sailed the more we deviated from our
route. In this extremity, when we had hardly
any brackish Water left, we commended ourselves
to God. I promised to make a novena in honor of
St. francis Xavier, and to say mass in thanksgiving,
as soon as I arrived at the Fort. On the following



